REPORT 


COMMITTEE or TxE MAGISTRATES 
1 


Counties of CRESTER and LAN CAST ER, 


Appointed for taking into Conſideration the 
preſent Mode of maintaining, conveying, and 
ſhipping VacranTs in the ſaid Couxriks, 
and for reducing the Exyences attending the 
ſame. And Copies of ſeveral OR DERS of 
the Couxr of QuarTER SESSI ORS of the 
Cour of LaxcasTEiR relating thereto. 
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THE COMMITTEE of the MacisTRATEs of the reſpective 
CounTits of CHESTER and LANCASTER, appointed by the 
CourTs of QUARTER SEss1oNs of the Prack for the ſaid reſpective 
Counties, for taking into Conſideration the preſent Mode of Mainrain- 
ING, CONVEYING and SHIPPING VAGRANTS in the (aid Counties, 
and the EXPENCES attending the ſame; and for adopting ſuch 
MrAasuREs as may be thought moſt likely to reduce ſuch Expences, 
having met at WARRINGTON on the Fifteenth Day of Marcn and 
the Nineteenth Day of May, 1785; DO make the following 
REPORT of their PRocttpinGs to the reſpective CourTs of 
QUARTER SESSIONS of the PEACE in the ſaid ſeveral Counties, viz. 


That it appears to this CoMMITTEE, 


1783, the number of Vagrants conveyed through the County of Cheſter 
| has been 7925, of this number 4686 have been Iriſh Vagrants; that the 
expence of maintaining and conveying ſuch Vagrants in general, and ſhipping 
ſuch. of them as were Iriſh Vagrants has amounted to. £3603 : 18: 1; and that 
the expence of maintaining, conveying. and ſhipping of ſuch Iriſh Vagrants. 
only has, during that period, been C2142: 8: 82. 
THAT by a particular account taken of the number of Vagrants fo maintained 
conveyed and ſhipped, and of the expences of ſuch maintenance, conveying 
and ſhipping in the County of Cheſter for one year, ending the 5th day of 
October 1784, the whole number of Vagrants paſſed has been 3743, of which 
2102 have been Iriſh: Vagrants, and of that number 1170 have been ſhipped at 
Park-gate, and 932 have been conveyed through the County of Cheſter .to 
Warrington, and from thence to Liverpool. | | 
Tnar the general expence of maintaining and conveying. all ſuch Vagrants 
in the. County: of: Cheſter: bas been 5: 19: 16%, and that. the expence of 


T3. during the ſpace of three years, ending the 7th day of October 
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maintaining, conveying 95 1 + the the ſaid Iriſh Vagrants only in the County 
of Cheſter has been £974 : 11. 

Trar the general der of maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants 
in the County of Lancaſter in the years 1780, 1781, and 1782 has been 
£2372 : 18: 4 in the whole. 

TrnarT by a particular account taken of the number of Vagrants fo main- 
tained, conveyed and ſhipped, and the expence of ſuch maintenance, conveyance 
and ſhipping | in the County of Lancaſter, for one year, ending the 31ſt day of 
Berne 1783, the whole number of Vagrants paſſed has been 4665, of ook 

4.c6 have been Iriſh Vagrants. 

Tuar the general EXPENCE of maintaining and conveying all ſuch Vagrants, 
in the County of Lancaſter, has been [2042 : 18 : o, and that the expence of 
maintaining, Conveying and ſhipping the ſaid Iriſh Vagrants only, in the County 
of Lancaſter, has been {1 355: 10: 2. 

Tar Committee think it W e to obſerve, That the Statute of the 17th 
Geo. II. C. 5, intitled © An Act to amend and make more effectual the Laws 
<« relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and other idle and diſorderly perſons, and 
« to Houſes of Correction,“ is the Act of Parliament upon which the Allow- 
ances and Regulations relative to the apprehending, puniſhment, maintenance, 
conveyance and ſhipping of Vagrants do principally depend. 

THaT by the ſame Act, Seck. VII. and VIII. it is enacted, that the Magiſtrate 
ſhall inform himſelf, and ſtate in the examination of each Vagrant, the pariſh 
or place where ſuch Vagrant was laſt legally ſettled, and the ſubſtance of ſuch 
examination 1s directed to be reduced into Writing, and one Copy thereof to be 
lent with the Vagrant, and a Duplicate tranſmitted to the Quarter Seſſions; 
and the Juſtices granting paſſes are required to order all Vagrants apprehended 
to be publicly whipped, or to be ſent to the Houſe of Correction, there to remain 
until the next Seſſions, or for any leſs time as ſuch Juſtices ſhall think proper. 
And the form of the Paſs to be made uſe of is preſcribed by Sect. VII. of the Act. 

Tuar by Sect. XV. of the ſaid Act it is directed, with reſpect to Iriſh Vagrants, 
that no Maſter of a Veſſel ſhall be compelled to take on board more than one 
Vagrant for every 20 tons burden of the veſſel in which ſuch Vagrant ſhall 
be ſhipped. 

THarT the Juſtices in Seſſions are by Sect. XIV. of the ſame Act, empowered 
to fix the rate to be paid to the Maſters of Veſſels for carrying over Iriſh Vagrants. 
And by Sect. XVI. they are alſo empowered to fix the rates and allowances per 
mile, or otherwiſe, for the paſſing, conveying and maintaining Vagrants, and 
to make ſuch other orders, rules and directions for the more regular proceeding 
or acting therein, within their reſpective limits and juriſdictions as they in their 
diſcretion ſhall think proper; which rates, allowances, orders, rules and direc- 


tions ſhall from time to time be obſerved and ſubmitted to by all Juſtices of 


the Peace, Conſtables, Officers and other. Perſons within the ſame limits and 
Juriſdictions reſpectively. 


THAT in 2 of the ſaid Act, an order has been made in the County 
of Cheſter, for regulating and aſcertaining the allowance for maintaining, con- 
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veying and ſhipping Vagrants in that County, but that no ſuch order has yet bee: 
made for thoſe purpoſes in the County of Lancaſter, 

Tur Iriſh Vagrants have been ſhipped from Park-gate, and maintained there 
in a Houſe, which is provided for their reception, upon the following terms, 
viz. 12d. per day, beſides an allowance for neceſſaries for each Vagrant, while 
maintained at the ſaid houſe, and 2s. 4d. for bread, boatage and freight for 
each Vagrant when put on board, and in addition to theſe charges the perſon 
employed to receive, maintain and keep ſuch Vagrants, brings in a quarter!) 
bill for ſtraw, coals, yictuals and neceſſaries for ſick Vagrants, and other er- 
pences, which are allowed him each Seſſions, and paid out of the Public Stoc!: 
tor the ſaid County of Cheſter. 

THar the Veſſels ſtatedly failing from Park-cate to Dublin are at preſent 
only two in number, each of 140 tons burden. That by an account taken 
from the Cuſtom-houſe Books at the Port of Cheſter of all the Veſſels, as well 
{tated as occaſional, (above 20 tons burden) which have ſailed from the County 
of Cheſter to Ireland, during the laſt year, it appears that they have been 74 
in number. And according to the proportion of one Vagrant to every 20 tons 
burden of the ſaid reſpective Veſſels, the whole number of Vagrants which 
the Magiſtrates of the County of Cheſter had, during the laſt year, a right to 
order to be ſent over to Ireland, was 102. That the Maſters of Veſſels failing 
irom Park-gate to Ireland, have, during the year, ending at Michaelmas 1784, 
carried over 1170, and have not hitherto refuſed to take over ſuch Vagrants 
as have been ordered to be put on board their Veſſels, although the number 
has, during the above period, exceeded by 1068 the proportion they were under 
the Act of Parliament obliged to take according to the amount of their Tonnage. 

\ THAT Iriſh Vagrants coming by Paſſes into, or apprehended in the County of 
Lancaſter, have been uſually ſhipped from Liverpool, and maintained and lodged 
in a Barn or Houſe there kept for their reception, at the Public Expence of the 
Inhabitants of the County of Lancaſter, at the rate of 4d. per day during the 
time the Vagrants wait for ſhipping, and 3s. 6d. for freight and ſea ſtore for 
each Vagrant, when ſent on board. 

THAT there are four Packets which ſtatedly ſail from Liverpool to Dublin of 
240 tons burden in the whole, and they made altogether 91 trips in the year 
1783, and 93 trips in the year 1784 to Dublin, and the total amount of their 
burden being 5520 tons, upon an average of the years 1783 and 1784, the 
number of Vagrants which ſuch Packets might by Law be compelled to take over 
was 276 per annum, upon an average of the ſaid years 1783 and 1784, but the 
Maſters of ſuch Packets have hitherto taken over all the Vagrants from Liverpool, 
except in one inſtance during the Summer of the year 1783, when two occaſional. 
Veſſels, called Wherrys, were hired for that purpoſe. | 

THAT by a particular account taken from the Cuſtom-houſe Books at the 
Port of Liverpool, it appears, that, excluſive of the Packets, the Veſſels of 
above 20 tons burden, - occaſionally ſailing from thence to different parts of 
Ireland in the year 1783, were $42; and in the year 1784 were 746 in number. 
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Tnar according to the proportion of one Vagrant to every 20 tons burden of 
all the ſaid Packets and occaſional Veſſels, ſailing from the Port of Liverpool in 
the years 1783 and 1784, the whole number of Vagrants which the Magiſtrates 
of the County of Lancaſter had a right to fend from the Port of Liverpool to 
Ireland during the year 1783 was 2164, and during the year 1784 was 1994. 

THAT it appears to the Committee from authentic information that the City 
of Briſtol has annually been at a conſiderable expence in tending over to Ireland 
the Vagrants belonging to that kingdom, at the rate of gs. per head, and 18. 6d, 
for neceſſary ſtores for each perſon ; and that the number of Vagrants lent from 
Briſtol to Ireland in the year 1784 was 387, and the expence about 200. That 
the expences in 1782 were about £600, and in 1783 £480 ; but that no particular 
account has been tranſmitted to this Committee of the number of Vagrants ſent 
in the two laſt mentioned years. That the Vagrants are uſually ſent from Briſtol 
to the neareſt Port in Ireland, and the principal number to Cork. 

THaT the number of Veſſels above 20 tons burden which have ſailed from the 
Port of Briſtol to Ireland, during the laſt year, have been 121. And by an account 
taken of the Tonnage of ſuch Veſſels, it appears that the whole number of 
Vagrants which could, during the laſt year, have been ſent from the Port of 
Briſtol, at the Proportion of one Vagrant to every 20 tons of the burden of 
each reſpective Veſſel, was 308. | 

THrarT many Iriſh Vagrants which have been apprehended in the County of Mid- 
dleſex, and in Counties to which Parkgate or Liverpool are not the neareſt Sea Ports, 
have been improperly ſent to Parkgate or Liverpool, inftead of being conveyed 
to the Ports neareft to the places where they were apprehended, and from whence 
they might have been moſt conveniently ſhipped to the Kingdom of Ireland. 

THar thoſe Iriſhmen who come to work in the Harveſt are in general natives of 
the South Weſt parts of Ireland, and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that it is a common 
practice with them to collect all the Money they have earned, and to intruſt 
ſome one or more of their Companions to carry over the Wages of a great 
number of them, who being then without money, commit acts of Vagrancy by 
begging, &c. 

THAT the form of the Paſs preſcribed by the Statute of the 17th Geo. II. C. 5. 
has not been adhered to by the Magiſtrates of ſeveral Counties, on their paſſing 
of Vagrants; the mode of conveyance either on Horſe-back or in a Cart being 
by them ſpecified in the original Paſs, whereas the fame ſhould have been inferted 
in and confined to the Certificate, as a direction to the Conſtables within the par- 
ticular Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate giving ſuch Certificate, leaving the mode 
of conveyance through the other Diſtricts in the rout of the Vagrants to the 
diſcretion of the Magiſtrates in ſuch reſpective diftricts ; and this Committee 
apprehend that in ſuch inſtances where the mode of conveyance has been pre- 
ſcribed by the original Paſſes, Gentlemen in ſeveral Counties through which the 
Vagrants have been afterwards paſſed, have not exerciſed the diſcretion which 
they had a right to do, by directing thoſe Vagrants who were capable of travelling 
on foot to be conveyed in that manner, inſtead of continuing the mode of con- 
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veyance preſcribed by the original Paſs; and a very great additional expence has 
been incurred in the Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter, by reaſon of adhering 
to ſuch original mode of conveyance. | 

THrarT upon referring to the original Paſſes, granted for the conveyance of ſuc]; 
Iriſh Vagrants as have been ſhipped from Park-gate, it appears that many of them, 
who by the original Paſſes were ordered to be conveyed to Liverpool and ſhipped 
there, have been unproperly carried to Cheſter and ſhipped at Park-gate, ar the ex- 
pence of the County of Cheſter ; and on enumerating ſuch Vagrants, it appears that 
381 have been ſo mis-ſent in fix months; and that the additional charges to the 
Inhabitants of the County of Cheſter by reaſon thereof, has amounted to {64 and 
upwards, That it alſo appears that ſome Vagrants, who were by the original 
Paſſes directed to be ſhipped at Park-gate, have been improperly ſent by War- 
rington to Liverpool, and ſhipped there, at the expence of the Inhabitants of the 
County of Lancaſter ; but it appears that in both inſtances the Vagrants ſo mis-ſent 
have been turned out of the direct line of conveyance by the improper conduct 
of the Conſtables employed to convey them, who having frequently at the 
lame time Vagrants to convey both to Cheſter and Warrington have, to fave 
themſelves the trouble of two journies, delivered all ſuch Vagrants at the ſame 
place, contrary to the directions of the original Paſſes, and to the orders given 
to ſuch Conſtables by the Magiſtrates of the County of Cheſter, upon the firſt 
arrival of the Vagrants within that County. 

THrar many Iriſh Vagrants who ought to be tent to Ireland by the Port of 
Briſtol, are ſent to Park-gate and Liverpool, out of Devonſhire, and from the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and from other parts of the Kingdom nearer 
to the Port of Briſtol than to Cheſter-or Liverpool, contrary to the Proviſions of 
the Stat. of the 17th Geo. II. And it appears that ſeveral of the Magiſtrates 
who grant Paſſes, generally omit to inſert in the Examinations of Vagrants, on the 
original Paſſes being granted, the name of the place or places in Ireland to which 
ſuch Vagrants ought to be ſent, 

THarT the Juſtices' Clerks in ſeveral Counties are allowed out of the County 
Rates different Fees from 1s, to 3s. upon the granting and endorſing of each 
Paſs; but that no ſuch fees have been for the laſt 25 years allowed to be taken 
in the County of Cheſter, and the ſame regulation having been approved of by 
the Juſtices of the County of Lancaſter, they have ſince adopted it; nor are the 
Clerks of the Peace for either of the Counties of Cheſter or Lancaſter allowed 
any fees for recording Paſſes, That the fees paid to the Juſtices' Clerks upon 
the original iſſuing of Paſſes, and endorling them, as they pals through each 
Limit or particular Juriſdiction (conſidering the great number of Paſſes which 
are granted or brought through the Counties where ſuch fees are allowed,) do 
amount to a large fum, and very much increaſe the expences attending the paſſing 
of Vagrants; and the ſaid fees are of ſuch conſiderable amount, that this circum- 
ſtance the Committee has great reaſon to believe, induces perſons intereſted in the 
apprehenſion of Vagrants, and benefited in proportion to the number which are 
paſſed, to prevail upon many Iriſh labourers and other perſons, to apply for Paſſes, 
who would otherwiſe have travelles ** 
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THaT upon the foregoing ſtate of facts, two objects of conſideration ſeein to 
ariſe : one reſpecting the great and general expence of paſſing Vagrants of all 
deſcriptions; the other, relating to the maintenance, paſſing and ſhipping of 
Iriſh Vagrants only. 

THAT in the general expence of paſſing Vagrants every County is more or leſs 
concerned. 

Ina the burden ariſing from Iriſh Vagrants falls, in ſome degree, upon the 
Counties remote from the Ports where ſuch Vagrants are ſhipped, is more ſenſibly 
kelt by others in proportion as their diſtance from Ireland diminiſhes, but falls 
molt heavily upon the Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter, and the City of Briſtol ; 
to one or more of which places all, or by much the greateſt part of the Iriſh Va- 
grants are ſent, from whence they are ſhipped, and where they are maintained 
until they are put on board. 

THar although the great and increaſing expence of maintaining, conveying and 
ſipping of Iriſh Vagrants, was probably the principal reaſon for the appointment 
of this Committee ; yet it appears to them, that the object of their inquiry will be 
beſt anſwered, by recommending that mode of redreſs which will be attended 
with the moſt general benefit; and therefore they have extended their attention 
to the forming a plan for the reduction of the expences, reſpecting Vagrants of 
every denomination ; for the attaining which end there appears to be the choice 
of two modes—One by application to Parliament—The other by repreſentation 
to the Magiſtrates of other Counties, in order that the directions of the Statute 
of the 17th Geo. II. before-mentioned, may be better attended to. | 

THAT great difficulties may occur in obtaining an amendment of the preſent 
laws; and therefore the Committee apprehend, that the firſt and moſt proper ſtep 
rowards reducing thoſe expences which this Committee hath been appointed to 
inquire into, will be by making a full and open repreſentation of the facts which 
have occurred to them, and of the obſervations ariling thereupon to the Magi— 
ſtrates of every other County at their Quarter Seſſions, in hopes that by a more 
particular attention of the Magiſtrates of different Counties to the regular execu- 
tion of the preſent Vagrant Laws, the burden which now les ſo heavy on the 
Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter, and 1s in various degrees felt by the public 
in general, may be ſo far alleviated, as to remain no longer an object of ſuch - 
ſerious complaint. 

THAT if it ſhall be found upon experience, that ſuch repreſentations to the 
Magiſtrates of other Counties has not the deſired effect, it will then be proper for 
the Magiſtrates of the Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter to conſider in what 
manner the preſent Vagrant Laws may be altered, or amended, fo as to afford 
effectual relief to thoſe Counties from the burdens they at preſent labour under. 

THarT this Committee, recommend it to the Magiſtrates of the Counties of 
Cheſter and Lancaſter, at their reſpective Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the 
ſaid ſeveral Counties, to repreſent the foregoing facts, and to make the following 
requeſts to the Magiſtrates of the ſeveral other Counties and inferior Juriſdictions 

in this kingdom. 


— — 
— —— — — 


THAT 
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Tuar the Magiſtrates of the different Counties, and other Juriſdictions, be 
requeſted to make orders at their Quarter Seſſions for regulating the mode and 
aſcerraining the allowances for apprehending and conveying Vagrants in their 
reſpective Diſtricts. | | 

Tha eit allo be requeſted of the Magiſtrates granting Paſſes, that they do in the 
examinations of all Vagrants, ſpecify. the places of their laſt Settlement or Reſidence, 
and the circumſtances which occaſioned them to become Vagrants. 

THrar it be recommended to the Magiſtrates granting Paſſes, to adhere to the 
directions of the Act of Parliament, as to the form of the Paſs; and not to preſcribe 
the particular mode of conveyance in the Pals, but leave the ſame to the diſcretion of 
the Magiſtrates, in the ſeveral Counties through which the Vagrants are conveyed, 
according to the condition and circumſtances of the Vagrants when they arrive in 
ſuch reſpective Counties. And that it alſo be recommended to the Magiſtrates in 
the Counties where Vagrants ſhall be brought by Paſſes, not to attend or confine 
themſelves to any mode of conveyance which may be directed by the original Paſs, 
but to vary the ſame as they in their diſcretion think proper. 

THAT it be alſo recommended to Magiſtrates granting Paſſes for the convey- 
ance of Iriſh Vagrants, to order that they ſhall be ſent to the neareſt Port to the 
place where they are apprehended, and from whence they may be moiſt conveniently 
ſhipped for Ireland. 

TRar it alſo be repreſented to the different Magiſtrates, that when a man, his 
wife and child, or children, are apprehended and taken hefore a Juſtice of the Peace 
to be paſſed, one ſum of ten ſhillings only, ought to be allowed in any ſuch caſe to 
the Conſtable, or other perſon apprehending them, and not ten ſhillings for each of 
them; the wife in the firſt inſtance being under the influence of the huſband, and 
the children in the other inſtance being under the direction of their parents. 

THarT it be alſo recommended to the ſaid Juſtices not to allow a reward for 
apprehending any perſon who applies for a Paſs, or wants to be conveyed to the 
place of his or her Settlement, or to his or her native country, or ſor apprehending 
any perſon who has aſked relief merely on account of his or her having been delayed 
in his or her journey by bad health, or accidental misfortune, and who is in the 
direct road to his or her place of ſettlement or native country, and can give a 
good account of him or herſelf; the ſervice done. by the Conſtable in ſuch cates 
being not to the public, but to the perſon who is to have the benefit of being carried 
home at the expence of the public, 

TrarT the Magiſtrates of the ſeveral counties and diſtricts be deſired to conſider 
how far they are bound by the before-mentioned Statute, to allow ten ſhillings each 
for apprehending rogues, vagabonds, and incorrigible rogues, as a matter of courle ; 
or whether the power of allowing that reward is not meant by the legiſlature to be 
diſcretionary in the Magiſtrates; and whether it ought to be extended farther than as 
a ſuitable encouragement for Conſtables or other perſons to do their duty, and ſo a3 
to be a proper recompence to any Conſtable or other perſon for his trouble in appre- 


hending ſuch rogues or vagabonds as appear to be common beggars, and dangrroue 
vagrants, 
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vagrants, or who either cannot, or ſhall refuſe to give a good account of him, her, 
or themſelves. 


THar it be alſo earneſtly recommended to the Juſtices in the reſpective counties 
to conſider, whether the fees to their clerks, and the allowance for making out and 
indorfing Paſſes, ought not to be reduced or aboliſhed, as has been long done in the 
county of Cheſter, and ſince in the county of Lancaſter. 


F. B. BATTLE YT,  CHAIKMA SN. 


HENRY MAINWARING, GEORGE LEYCESTER. 
JAMES BRADSHAW. BENNETT WILLIAMS. 


S. CLOWES, Jv, H. OFF. WRIGHT, 
JOHN LEIGH. 
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County of LAN CAST ER, to wit. AT the General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace 
of our Lord the King, held at Lancaſter, and by ſeveral Adjourn- 
ments thereof at other Places in and for the ſame County, on 
Tueſday in the firſt Week after the Tranſlation of St. Thomas 
the Martyr, to wit, the twelfth Day of July, and on divers other 
Days in the ſame Month, in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Eighty-five, and in the Twenty-fifth Year 
of King George the Third's Reign, before Thomas Bateman, Eſq. 
Thomas Butterworth Bayley, Eſq. Michael Bentley, Eſq. Alex- 
ander Butler, Eſq. Thomas Clayton, Eſq. Samuel Clowes, Junior, 
Eſq. James Fenton, Eſq. Robert Fletcher, Clerk, William Hill, 
Eſq. Robert Maſter, Doctor in Divinity, Dorning Raſbotham, 
Eſq. Edmund Rigby, Eſq. William Cunliffe Shaw, Eſq. Robin- 
ſon Shuttleworth, Eſq. James Whalley, Eſq. and Thomas White- 
head, Clerk, Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, aſſigned to keep 
the Peace in the ſaid County; and alſo to hear and determine 


divers Felonies, Treſpaſſes, and other Miſdemeanors committed 
within the ſaid County of Lancaſter. 


THE Report of the Committee of Magiſtrates of the Counties of Cheſter | 
and Lancaſter, reſpecting the expences of maintaining, conveying and ſhipping 4 
Vagrants in the ſaid reſpective Counties, having been read. ORDERED, That | 
the ſame and the order of the Court of Quarter Seſſions of the County of 5 of 

| caſter 
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caſter thereby referred to be printed, and that copies thereof be ſent to all the 
acting Magiſtrates for the ſaid County of Lancaſter: and that copies thereof 
and of this order ſubjoined thereto ſhall alſo be ſent.to the Clerks of the Peace, 
and Town Clerks, in the ſeveral other Counties and inferior Juriſdictions of this 
kingdom, from whence Vagrants have been uſually paſſed, to the intent that the 
ſame may be delivered to the Juſtices of ſuch Counties and inferior Juriſdictions 
at their Quarter Seſſions; and that letters be written therewith, expreſſing the 
confidence this Court entertains that the facts contained in the laid report, and 
the recommendation of the Committee of Magiſtrates making the ſame, will be 


duly attended to by the Juſtices in ſuch reſpective Counties and inferio 
Juriſdictions. 


Deputy Clerk of the Peace fo: 
Lancaſhire. 


COPY of an Order made at the General Quarter Seſſions holden for the 
County of Lancaſter, in the Month of July 1785, for the better Regulating 


the Mode of Maintaining, Conveying and Shipping Vagrants in the ſaid 
County of Lancaſter, and the Expences attending the ſame, 


« WHEREAS it appears to this Court, from the Report of the Committee 
c appointed by the ſeveral Courts of Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, of the reſpec- 
ce tive Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter, for taking into conſideration the 
« preſent mode of apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants 
ce in the ſaid Counties, and the expences attending the ſame; That the charge 
« and expence of apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants 
« within the County of Lancaſter, has of late years greatly increaſed, and 1s 
c now become a very heavy burden upon the inhabitants of the ſame County. 
« And whereas no general order has yet been made for regulating and aſcer- 
ce taining the allowance for maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants in 
cc the ſaid County of Lancaſter, and ſuch orders of the Court of Quarter Seſſion 
ce in the ſaid County of Lancaſter which have been made, with an intent to leſſen 
ce the number, and to reduce the expences of conveying Vagrants through the 
ce ſame County, have proved ineffectual for that purpoſe: IT Is THEREFORE ORDERED 
«© BY THIS Cour, That from and after the firſt day of September next, all ſuch 
ce Jaſt mentioned orders ſhall be, and they are accordingly hereby repealed 
© and made void; And for reducing the expences occaſioned by the appre- 
« hending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping of Vagrants in the ſaid County 
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vagrants, or who either cannot, or ſhall refuſe to give a good account of him, her, 


or themſelves. 


THar it be allo earneſtly recommended to the Juſtices in the reſpective counties 
0 conſider, whether the fees to their clerks, and the allowance for making out and 
indorſing Paſſes, ought not to be reduced or aboliſhed, as has been long done in the 
county of Cheſter, and ſince in the county of Lancaſter. 


T. BBA LE TX; Enn A. 


HENRY MAINWARING, GEORGE LEYCESTER. 


JAMES BRADSHAW. 
S. CLOWES, Joy, 


BENNETT WILLIAMS. 
H. OFF. WRIGHT, 


TOHN LEIGH, 


* 


County of LAN cAST ER, to wit. AT the General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace 


of our Lord the King, held at Lancaſter, and by ſeveral Adjourn- 
ments thereof at other Places in and for the ſame County, on 
Tueſday in the firſt Week after the Tranſlation of St. Thomas 
the Martyr, to wit, the twelfth Day of July, and on divers other 
Days in the ſame Month, in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Eighty-five, and in the Twenty-fifth Year 
of King George the Third's Reign, before Thomas Bateman, Eſq. 
Thomas Butterworth Bayley, Eſq. Michael Bentley, Eſq. Alex- 


ander Butler, Eſq. Thomas Clayton, Eſq. Samuel Clowes, Junior, 


Eſq. James Fenton, Eſq. Robert Fletcher, Clerk, William Hill, 
Eſq. Robert Maſter, Doctor in Divinity, Dorning Raſbotham, 
Eſq. Edmund Rigby, Eſq. William Cunliffe Shaw, Eſq. Robin- 
ſon Shuttleworth, Eſq. James Whalley, Eſq. and Thomas White- 
head, Clerk, Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, aſſigned to keep 
the Peace in the ſaid County; and alſo to hear and determine 
divers Felonies, Treſpaſſes, and other Miſdemeanors committed 
within the {aid County of Lancaſter. 


THE Report of the Committee of Magiſtrates of the Counties of Cheſter 
and Lancaſter, reſpecting the expences of maintaining, conveying and ſhipping 
Vagrants in the ſaid reſpective Counties, having been read. ORDERED, That 
the ſame and the order of the Court of Quarter Seſſions of the County of 5" 
caſter 
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caſter thereby referred to be printed, and that copies thereof be ſent to all the 
acting Magiſtrates for the ſaid County of Lancaſter: and that copies thereof 
and of this order ſubjoined thereto ſhall allo be ſent, to the Clerks of the Peace, 
and Town Clerks, in the ſeveral other Counties and inferior Juriſdictions of this 
kingdom, from whence Vagrants have been uſually paſſed, to the intent that the 


ſame may be delivered to the Juſtices of ſuch Counties and inferior Juriſdiction 5 


at their Quarter Seſſions; and that letters be written therewith, expreſſing the 
confidence this Court entertains that the facts contained in the ſaid report, and 
the recommendation of the Committee of Magiſtrates making the ſame will be 


3 7 
duly attended to. by the Juſtices in ſuch reſpective Counties and inferio 
Juriſdictions. 


. . 
CRT Clerk of the Peace fo. 


Lancaſhire. 


COPY of an Order made at the General Quarter Seſſions holden for the 
County of Lancaſter, in the Month of July 1785, for the better Regulatins 


the Mode of Maintaining, Conveying and Shipping Vagrants in the ſaid 
County of Lancaſter, and the F.xpences attending the ſame. 


« WHEREAS it appears to this Court, from the Report of the Committec 
cc appointed by the ſeveral Courts of Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, of the reſpec- 
« tive Counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter, for taking into conſideration the 

e preſent mode of apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants 
« in the ſaid Counties, and the expences attending the fame; That the char ge 
« and expence of apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants 
« within the County of Lancaſter, has of late years greatly increaſed, and is 
c now become a very heavy burden upon the inhabitants of the ſame County. 
«© And whereas no general order has yet been made for regulating and aſcer- 
ce taining the allowance for maintaining, conveying and ſhipping Vagrants in 
« the ſaid County of Lancaſter, and ſuch orders of the Court of Quarter Seſſion 
ce jn the ſaid County of Lancaſter which have been made, with an intent to leſſen 
ec the number, and to reduce the expences of conveying Vagrants through the 
« ſame County, have proved ineffectual for that purpoſe: IT 1S THEREFORE ORDERED 
© BY THIS Cour, That from and after the firſt day of September next, all ſuch 
« Jaſt mentioned orders ſhall be, and they are accordingly hereby repealed 
*and made void; And for reducing the expences occaſioned by the appre- 
ce hending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping of Vagrants in the ſaid County 
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* of Lancaſter, and for preventing the fraudulent practices of Conſtables and 
* others, concerned in the apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping 
of Vagrants; IT 1s ORDERED BY THIS Count, That no ſum of money, fee, per- 
© quilite, or any other gratuity whatſoever ſhall, directly or indirectly be taken 
« by, or allowed to any Clerk of any Juſtice of the Peace, or of any Magiſtrates 
© acting within any inferior Juriſdictions, within the County of Lancaſter, for 
© taking any examination; or for making any Paſs or duplicate thereof; or for 
any Certificate relating to the allowance to be made for the conveyance of 
* any Vagrant; or for the order or warrant for the putting or taking any ſuch 
«© Vagrant on board any ſhip or veſſel; or for any other order, commitment, 
or procecding relating to any ſuch Vagrant. And that no allowance ſhall be 
e made to the Clerk of the Peace for recording any Pals for the conveyance 
te of any Vagrant, or any duplicate thereof, AND 1T 18 FURTHER ORDERED BY THIS 
© Cob, That the Clerk of the Peace for the ſaid County of Lancaiter, ſhall, at 
© the public expence of the ſaid County, cauſe Blank-Paſſes for conveying of 
© Vaorants? and Certificates for aſcertaining in what manner they are to be con- 
© veyed, and warrants for Maſters of Ships to take them on board, to be 
© printed and delivered to ſuch of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the 
te faid County of Lancaſter as ſhall deſire the fame. AND fre Is FURTHER ORDERED 
© BY THIS COURT, That the ſeveral rates or ſums of money hereinafter mentioned 
* ſhall, and hereby are limited, appointed, and directed to be allowed by the 
ce ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County of Lancaſter to the reſpective 
« Officers, Conſtables, Serjeants .at Mace, and Maſters of the ſeveral Houſes of 
© Correction, and other perſons within the ſaid County of Lancaſter, for paſſing, 
« conveying, and maintaining Vagrants, purſuant to the Statute in ſuch caſe 


© made and provided, that is to ſay 


« For the trouble and expence of the Conſtable, or) 
« Maſter of the Houſe of Correction, or other perſon | 
« employed in conveying any one Vagrant on foot | Any ſum not exceeding 
(here the Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall adjudge ſuch Va- of wes fog for every mea- 
<« grant able to travel on foot) from the place where ſuch | "TT me. 
« Vagrant ſhall be apprehended or received, to the place 
« appointed for the delivery of ſuch Vagrant. 


« For the trouble and expence of the Conſtable, or- 
« Maſter of the Houſe of Correction, or other perſon 
« employed in conveying any two or more Vagrants on 
* foot (where the Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall adjudge them 
te able to travel on foot), and who ſhall be paſſed at eee 7 
one and the ſame time, and are to be delivered at one | every wy. Food gh trig 
« and the ſame place, and whether they ſhall be ſent by 
cc one or more Paſſes, Orders, or Certificates from the 
« place where they ſhall be apprehended or received to 
e the place where they are to be delivered, | 


(e for 


N 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


« Vagrant. 


ce time of his, her, or their waiting for ſhipping, or re- | 


i 


© For conveying any one or more Vagrants who ſhally Any ſum of money not 
rad paſſed at one and the ſame time, and are to be | Exceeding Faria 5, pom? for 
elivered at . every meaiured mile, in- 
- = and the ſame place (where the Juſtice cluding the trouble and ex- 

or Juſtices ſhall adjudge one horſe only to be neceſ- ( pence of the Conſtable or 
ſary) from the place where apprehended or received to . Maſter of the Houſe of Cor. 


the place where they are to be delivered, rection, or any other Perion 
for attending any ſuch one 


or more Vagrant or \a- 
7 grants, 

« For conveying of any number of Vagrants who ſhall be paſſed at one 
and the ſame time, and are to be delivered at one and the ſame place, whether 
they ſhall be ſent by one or more Paſſes, Orders or Certificates, where the 
Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall adjudge two or more horſes to be abſolutely neceſſary 
and not otherwiſe, from the place where apprehended or received to the place 
where they are to be delivered, any ſum of money not exceeding two-penge 
for every meaſured mile for each horſe, not being a double horſe on 
which ſuch Vagrants ſhall be conveyed, and not exceeding three-pence per 
mile for any double horſe; and alſo any ſum of money not exceeding three- 
pence per mile for the trouble and expence of the Conſtable or Maſter of 
the Houſe of Correction in attending ſuch Vagrants. Anb 1T is ORDERED BY 
THIS CouRT, That no horſe ſhall be conſidered as a double horſe for carrying 
a man and a child, or a woman and a child or two children, or two per- 
ſons of ſmall weight, or for carrying the Conſtable and one Vagrant only. 


Fox conveying any one or more Vagrants where a Any ſum of money not 
cart with one or more horſes ſhall be adjudged neceffary | excecding eight-pence for 


. . each horſe for every mea- 
by the Juſtice or Juſtices, and not otherwiſe, from the | ſured mile, including the 


place where apprehended to the place where they arc to > trouble and expence of the 
be delivered, Conſtable or Mafter of the 
Houſe of Correction or any 
other perſon in attending 

J ſuch Vagrants. 
« Fox maintaining each Vagrant and Perſon to be Any ſum not exceeding 


paſſed, not being a nurſe child, for one day only. four-pence. 
: Any ſum not exceeding 


ce AND for one day and night, elght-pence 


« For victualling or ſubſiſtence money of each Va-) 
grant ſhipped from the Port of Liverpool, in order to 
be conveyed to the Kingdom of Ireland, 


* For the paſſage or head-money of every ſuch Any ſum not exceeding 
two ſhillings and {1x-pencc. 


Any ſum of money not 
exceeding one ſhilling. 


« For the maintaining every ſick Vagrant during the Ga of ot 
ny ſum ot money 


exceeding five-pence pet 


e maining unfit to be paſſed at any place in the ſaid day, and the like ſum for 
« County of Lancaſter, J each night. | 
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« AND it is hereby earneſtly recommended to the ſaid Juſtices and OO e 
that they do carefully examine upon oath all Vagrants brought before —_ 
in order to be paſted, and all Conſtables and other perſons Bause . 
Vagrants, that it may be diſcovered how ſuch Vagrants came into = al . 
County of Lancaſter, and from what cauſe they have fallen into : _ 
Vagrancy ; and ſuch Juſtices are deſired to ſtate the e toget 3 wit 

the place of the laſt ſettlement or reſidence of ſuch Vagrants in their ex- 

oh ® 7 

« Kup f is alſo recommended to the ſaid Juſtices and Magiſtrates to adhere 
to the form of the Paſs deſcribed by Sect. VII. of 17 Geo. II. Cap. 55 and 
not to preſcribe in the original Paſs the mode of conveyance of any \ fe 
or other perſon who ſhall be e by them to be conveyed, but to confine 
he {am the Certificate only. : 

00 1 1 bs further recommended to the ſaid Juſtices and Magiſtrates, that 
when any Vagrant is brought before them by a Paſs from any other . 
not to confine themſelves to any particular mode of conveyance that may 
happen to be ſpecified or preſcribed in the Paſs, but to _ * 2 the 
ſame as they in their diſcretion may think proper, as the reaſons for ordering 
Vagrants to be conveyed on horſeback, or in a cart, from the ſeveral Counties 
from whence they were firſt panes often ceaſe before, or at the time they 

Ive 1 ſaid County of Lancaſter. ; N 

1 hereby adele recommended to his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſaid County of Lancaſter, that they do carefully dere upon 
oath all Vagrants brought before them in order to be paſſed, _— 8 
ſtables and other perſons bringing ſuch Vagrants before any uſtice 52 | 8 at 
it may be diſcovered how ſuch Vagrants came into the ſaid county of Lancaſter, 
and whether he, ſhe, or they have been conveyed by Pals into it, or to the 
borders of it, and what place they were paſſed from in the next County, and 
at what place in the ſaid County of Lancaſter they were e io be os 
vered, and whether they have voluntarily eſcaped from any Conſtable, or 12 
been ſer at liberty by any Conſtable, and not delivered to the Conſtable o the 
Townſhip or place they were directed to be delivered to, or ſet at liberty in 
order that ſome Conſtable or other perſon of the ſame County may claim a 
reward for apprehending ſuch Vagrants; or whether ſuch nn not ſent 
or delivered by a Paſs or Paſſes to a Conſtable of the ſame County, have come 
out of his, her, or their direct road into any Townſhip of the ſaid County of 
Lancaſter: And in caſe any ſuch Vagrants, or any ſuch Conſtables or other 
perſons ſhall, upon their examination taken before any .of his Wo Oy 8 
Juſtices, appear to have been guilty of any fuch fraudulent pra Ws uch 
uſtice is hereby deſired to cauſe ſuch examination as aforeſaid to be filed 
with the Clerk of the Peace for the ſaid County of Lancaſter, and to com- 
mit ſuch Vagrant to one of the Houſes of Correction for on 22 1 
until the next general Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to be he py og 
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«« County of Lancaſter, to the intent that the perſons who ſhall be guilty of 
e ſuch fraudulent practices as aforeſaid may be properly puniſhed for the ſame. 

« AND it is alſo recommended to the ſaid Juſtices, that they do in purſuance of the 
« Statute in that caſe made and provided, cauſe every Vagrant brought before them 
« reſpectively to be ſearched, and his or her bundles to be inſpected; and if it ſhall 
« appear that he or ſhe have ſufficient wherewithal to pay for his, her, or their pa!- 
« ſage or conveyance, in whole or in part, that then ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall 
« order ſo much of the money to be paid, or other effects found on ſuch Vagrants to 
ce be fold and employed towards the expence of apprehending or conveying ſuch 
« Vagrant, returning the overplus after deducting the charge of ſuch ſale. 

« AND the ſaid Juſtices and Magiſtrates are hereby deſired not to grant any cer- 
ce tificate, whereby a conſtable, or maſter of the houſe of correction, or other officer 
ce or perlon may be intitled to receive a reward or recompence for conveying any 
« Vagrant, until ſuch Vagrants have been puniſhed as the law directs. And the ſaid 
« Juſtice or Juſtices are deſired to inſert in the ſaid order or certificate, that ſuch 
« puniſhment has been inflicted. 

« AND the ſaid Juſtices and Magiſtrates are earneſtly deſired by this Court, not to 
ce allow ten ſhillings for apprehending each Vagrant as a matter of courſe, this Court 
« apprehending that the power of allowing that reward is diſcretionary in the Magil- 
ce trate, and that it ought not to be extended farther than as a ſuitable encourage- 
« ment for conſtables or other perſons to do their duty, and fo as to be a proper 
© recompence to any conſtable or other perſon for his trouble in apprehending fuch 
« Vagrants as appear to be common beggars, or dangerous people, or who either 
ce cannot, or ſhall refuſe to give a good account of him, her, or themſelves. 

« AND it is the opinion of this Court, that when a man, his wife and child, or 
ce children, are apprehended and taken before a Juſtice to be paſſed, one ſum of ten 
ce ſhillings only ought to be allowed in any ſuch caſe to the conſtable or other perſon 
ce for apprehending them, and not ten ſhillings for each of them: the wife, in the 
ce firſt inſtance, being under the influence of her huſband, and the children, in the 
cc other inſtance, under the direction of their parents. 

« AND this Court particularly recommends to the ſaid Juſtices and Magil- 
« trates not to allow a reward to any Conſtable, Serjeant at Mace, or Maſter of 
« the Houſe of Correction, or other officer, for apprehending any perſon who 
« applies for a Pals, or wants to be conveyed to the place of his or her ſettle- 
« ment, or to his or her native country, or for apprehending any perſon who - 
« has aſked relief merely on account of his or her having been delayed in his 
« or her journey by bad health, or accidental misfortune, and who is in the 


c direct road to his or her place of ſettlement or native country, and can give 


ce a good account of him or herſelf; the ſervice done by the Conſtable in ſuch 
« caſes being not to the public, but to the perſon who is to have the benefit 
ec of being conveyed home at the expence of the public. 

« AND it is further ordered by this Court, that the Treaſurer of the fail 
« County of Lancaſter ſhall not pay any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, 
« relative to the apprehending, maintaining, conveying and ſhipping of Vagrants 

« within 
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« within the ſaid County f Lancaſter, until the accounts of the fame ſhall have 
« been allowed at ſome g&@neral Court of Quarter Seſſion of the Peace held in and 
« for the ſaid County of Lancaſter, ſuch allowance to be ſignified to him previous 
« to his paying the ſame under the hands of the Clerk of the Peace for the ſaid 


“County of Lancaſter, or his Deputy. 


JAMES TAYLOR), \ 
| | 
| Deputy Clerk of the Peace for Lancaſhire. | 

| 
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